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Dear Great Lakes Grazier,

I hope this newsletter finds you warm and cozy, your livestock well fed, and barns full of hay! As I write this,
we have experienced the coldest time that all of us have experienced in several years. In fact, on the national news
this morning, they said that it has not been this cold in more than 20 years. Most millennials have not experienced
weather this cold in their lifetime. I am not a millennial, and weather like this was common when I was growing up.

A Team consisting of Monica Jean, Field Crops educator in Escanaba, Julie Crick, Natural Resources Educa-
tor in Roscommon, myself, and several others offered a Silvopasture program on January 23" in Harrison and Janu-
ary 24™ in Chatham. The interest in the program was greater than anticipated. We were hoping to have 60 attendees at
the two locations. We ended up with over 85 registered to attend the events.

The Silvopasture team will be working to get demonstration sites identified as well as creating a series of
webinars related to agroforestry. For more information on Silvopasture, I encourage you to visit Cornell’s Silvopas-
ture forum at: http://silvopasture.ning.com. If you are a producer that is currently managing a Silvopasture system or
would be interested in cooperating with us on a demonstration project, please contact me to discuss this further.

As you all know by now, Jerry Lindquist retired in November of 2018. Upon his departure he turned the
reigns of this newsletter over to me. My goal is to provide you with the same
type of service that Jerry did in writing this newsletter. I consider myself very
fortunate to have worked beside Jerry for the better part of the last decade and
will strive to maintain and continue his good work in this newsletter. Inside this issve:
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The mere brute pleasure of reading —
the sort of pleasure a cow must have
in grazing.

~ Lord Chesterfield
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APPRENTIE[SHIP

Attention Dairy Graziers! Join us to bring the Dairy Grazing Apprenticeship
(DGA), the first formal apprenticeship for farming in the nation, to Michigan.

Learn how to become an approved Master Dairy Grazier and join the growing
network of over 150 master graziers who are training the next generation of
dairy farmers in over 11 states.

Dairy Grazing Apprenticeship (DGA) links current and aspiring dairy farmers
and provides a structure of support for the transfer of knowledge, skills, and
farms from one generation to the next.

Register now and learn about how becoming a Master Grazier with DGA can
further the future of farming.
This is a free event with lunch provided.

To Register: https://events.anr.msu.edu/DairyGrazingApprenticeship/
Registration questions: (269) 671-2402 or

pasture.dairy@kbs.msu.edu
For information on DGA visit www.dga-national.org



https://events.anr.msu.edu/DairyGrazingApprenticeship/?fbclid=IwAR0wcBl2lVTtB2nmiZ92h1PDdiCTUIOOO28b7huRCiPQFlf7j87AI4xE9Ho
mailto:pasture.dairy@kbs.msu.edu
http://www.dga-national.org

DOUBLE CROPPING WITH CEREAL GRAIN FORAGES
Brook Wilke; MSU Kellogg Farm Manager

Corn silage producers have opportunities in Southern Michigan to double
crop by planting cereal grains after corn silage, and harvesting the cereal
grains the following spring for forage, prior to planting the next year’s crop.

At the W.K. Kellogg Biological Station in Hickory Corners, Ml, we tested five
different cereal grain crops provided by Byron Seeds to evaluate forage
quantity and quality, and assess the feasibility of fitting this crop in between
two full season crops. Treatments were replicated four times in an RCBD
design. Samples were composited across replications for forage analysis,
which was completed by the MSU Forage Quality Laboratory (Dr. Kim
Cassida). Details of the trial are listed in the green column to the right, and
data for the forage crops is shown below.

Dry Matter

Crop Yield PCrroLic(:ien ADF  aNDF  Lignin = Sugars
(Ibs/A)

Wheat 2667 12.61 27.7 512 3.12 13.3
Triticale Plus 2938 11320 | 30010 5518 3.98 11.7
Triticale 3149 11.15 300 56.7 3.58 11.9
Winter Barley 3247 11.31 | 30.1 | 58.3 3.53 111
Cereal Rye 3824 11.19  32.7 621 3.74 94
LSD P=.05 737

cv 16.1

Crop WSC lVJESM C:ZIZSD Ash Fat K
Wheat 20.0 80.0 343 79 2.90 2.15
Triticale Plus 16.4 779 355 85 2:57 2.49
Triticale 16.9 76.5 360 8.1 2.68 222
Winter Barley 15.5 768 373 8.7 2.69 242
Cereal Rye 12.4 719 |37.7| 8.1 2.90 222

The pictures above show one field in late February (left) and at forage

harvest in mid-May (right) taken from opposite ends of the field. The plot
being mowed on the right is wheat, and the brown adjacent strip was oats.

TRIAL DETAILS

Planting date: 9/12/17

Fertility: 5,000 gallons dairy
slurry manure per acre applied
at planting, and 5,000 gallons
dairy slurry manure applied
again at spring green-up.

Harvest: 5/16/18

Crop Rotation: Cereal grains
were no-till planted following
corn silage harvest. Soybeans
{Group 2.3) were no-till planted
immediately following cereal
grain harvest on 5/18/18.
Weeds and cereal grain crops
were successfully terminated
with a mixture of glyphosate
and Sharpen® prior to soybean
emergence.

Cereal Grain Treatments:

1. Pro Leaf Oats (80 Ibs/A)

2. Triticale Plus (75% Fall
Triticale and 25% Italian
Ryegrass) (75 lbs/A)

3. Byron Seeds Fall Triticale
(125 Ibs/A)

4. Pro 200 Wheat (125 lbs/A)
5. Paramount P-919 Winter
Barley (100 Ibs/A)

6. VNS Cereal Rye (125 Ibs/A)
7. Control (No Crop)

Growing season conditions:
Early fall was warm and dry,
followed by cool and wet fall
and spring. Pro Leaf Oats did
not survive the winter, so were
not included in the analysis.
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MICHIGAN STATE | WK. Kellogg Biological Station
UNIVERS LTY Kellogg Farm




2019 Michigan
Bull Breeding Soundness Exam Clinics

The MSU Beef Extension Team will once again be organizing regional Bull Breeding Soundness Exam Clinics. By identifying poten-
tial male fertility problems, producers are able to reduce the risk of a less than optimum breeding season. The MSUE Beef Team
encourages you to have BSE conducted on your breeding bulls every year. Contact your veterinarian or take advantage of the follow-
ing Breeding Soundness Exam Clinics organized by MSUE. Cost is $60 per bull when done at one of the MSUE clinics. To schedule
an appointment at one of these BSE clinics, please call the appropriate contact person as soon as possible. All Clinics start
at 9:00 a.m. unless otherwise noted.

The MSU College of Veterinary Medicine regularly schedules in house appointments for BSEs. To schedule an appointment,
contact the MSU CVM Large Animal Clinic at 517-353-9710.

Location: Gary Voogt Farm 2831 Hayes St. Marne, Ml
Date: Friday, March 8, 2019
Contact: Kevin Gould @ 616-527-5357 or Gary Voogt @ 616-862-4158

Dr. John Schelling and Dr. Jackie Ponstein West Michigan Vet Services

Location: MSU Beef Expo, MSU Pavilion, East Lansing Ml

Date: Thursday March 28, 2019 from 1-4 PM

Contact: Dr. Jen Roberts @ 517-355-9593

Location: MSU Lake City Experiment Station, 5401 W. Jennings Rd, Lake City, MI
Date: Friday, April 12", 2019

Contact: Kable Thurlow @ 989-426-7741 or thurlowk@msu.edu

Location: Breault Beef Farm, 868 Hoffman Road, Gladwin Ml

Date: Friday, April 19, 2019

Contact: Kable Thurlow @ 989-426-7741 or thurlowk@msu.edu

Location: Wernette Cattle Company, 9144 50TH AVE, Remus MI

Date: Saturday, April 13, 2019

Contact: Kevin Gould @ 616-527-5357 or Dr. Kevin Todd 231-832-3680 Country Vet.
Location: West Branch Stockyards, 1673 Fairview Road, West Branch, Mi

Date: Saturday, April 27™, 2019

Contact: Phil Durst @ 989-387-5346 or Dr. Angel Abuelo 517-355-9593
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